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Census of Agriculture as Territorially Aggregated Statistics: A Note on
Usability of Statistics Aggregated on Small Units in Rural Areas

Shin KAJITA
(Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo)

This paper examines the characteristics of census of agriculture and its development in terms of
territorially aggregated statistics. The purpose of the census of agriculture is to provide a detailed picture
of agriculture and supply information useful for policy making. Therefore, over time, the operational
definitions of key concepts and topics under investigation have undergone many changes, which makes a
time series analysis of this data quite difficult.

Japan' s census of agriculture uses a unique territorial unit for aggregation, called the agricultural
settlement (nogyoshuraku). This unit was introduced in 1955. Nevertheless, its initial demarcation gave
priority to homogeneity in size between units than correspondence with territories of settlements as
substantive social and production activities, and led severe confusions and confrontations. Therefore,

agricultural settlements were redemarcated in the 1970 census.

Key words : census of agriculture, rural areas, agricultural settlement (nogyoshuraku), small-area statistics

aggregation



