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Transnational migration of Korean “new-newcomer” migrants to Tokyo

metropolitan area and their residential selection

SHIN Jiyeon (Faculty of Education and Integrated Arts and Sciences, Waseda University)

This study investigates the relationship between migration behavior and the residential selection of transnational migrants
and the influence of this on urban space. Using the case of the Tokyo metropolitan area, the research focuses on Korean “new-
newcomers.” These are relatively young and highly educated migrants who arrived in Japan from the 1990s. The field survey,
conducted from 2016 to 2018, was based on a questionnaire answered by 151 migrants and in-depth interviews with 24
migrants. The results suggested the following two conclusions.

First, new-newcomer migrants in Tokyo are composed of international students and white-collar workers, who can be
classified as “transnational migrants.” While traditional migrants, such as oldcomers (those who migrated to Japan until
the carly 1950s) and newcomers (who migrated after the 1970s) chose to become permanent residents after migration for
historical or economic reasons, new-newcomer migrants are distinguished (especially from newcomers) in that they are mid-
or long-term residents who aim to build a globally appealing career through their experience of studying and/or employment
abroad.

Second, the distribution of new-newcomer migrants in Tokyo is completely dispersed; there is no tendency to congregation.
While oldcomers formed (invisible) ethnic enclaves and newcomers have formed Koreatown in Shin-okubo, the new-
newcomer migrants are scattered throughout the 23 wards of Tokyo. They are not concerned with the location of a Korean
ethnic enclave or distribution of other Korean migrants and desire only consumption functions, such as Korean restaurants
and supermarkets. Instead of a physical ethnic space, they form online ethnic communities. The reasons for this dispersed
residence distribution include not only the transnational attributes of new-newcomer migrants, but also other housing and

residential issues that are specific to Tokyo.

Key words: Migration, Transnationalism, Global city, Korean, Tokyo



