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Is Japanese Register-Based Population Statistics Still Inaccurate?

Shin KAJITA (Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo)

For a long time, Japanese register-based population (Basic Resident Register (BRR) (Jyumin Kibon Daicho)) population)
statistics has been thought to be too inaccurate to use for academic analysis. Therefore, analysts have nearly exclusively used
population census and it has been adopted as a formal population indicator in most public policy domains. Nevertheless,
the reliability of population census is under scrutiny owing to its declining response rate and increasing denial in answering
questions concerning respondents’ privacy.

The purpose of this paper is to reexamine the accuracy of BRR population statistics and consider the relations between
BRR population and census one. The analysis of this paper clarifies that the accuracy of BRR population statistics are
remarkably heightened because of strengthened record management, especially computerization. At least after 1979, besides
some exceptions, BRR errors have been maintained under a negligible level. BRR population statistics can facilitates the
comprehension of population in real time and its analysis in much finer time-resolution. Therefore, further utilization of BRR
population statistics in academic studies lead to a deeper understanding of Japanese population in geographical and other

aspects.

Key words : register-based statistics, Basic Resident Register (Jyumin Kihon Daicho), population census, Adachi ward






